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Harney Proceeding 


OnDrug-Trade Book 
Despite CLA. View 


After receiving a__bricf 
critigue from the Central In- 
telligence Agency, Narper & 
Row, Inc., has decided to pro- 
ceed with the publication of 
a book by a 26-year-old Yale 
graduate student that charges 
that the agency is involved: 
in heroin trafficking in south; 


cast Asia, 


Yarper & Row submitted 
galleys of the book, “he 

' Politics of Heroin in Southeast 
_ Asia” by Alfred W. McCoy, to 
the CA. after the agency’s 
general counsel, Lawrence R. 
Houston, wrote the publishing 
house on July 5, asking “to see 


the. text.” 


- B, Brooks ‘Thomas, vice pres- 


The book is scheduled for” ” 


release on Aug. 17, +: 


CLA. Plans No Further Action 
_ Special Lo The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Aug, 8~The 
C.LA. plans no further attempts 
to block publication of the 
McCoy book, a spokesman for 
the agency said today. 3 

Referring to the announced’ 
decision of Harper & Row ta 
proceed with early publication 


‘af the book, the -spekcsman - 


isaid: 

“We sent them a letter and 
thad’s it. I haven’t heard any 
talk here of secking an injunc- 


steps to halt publication.” ~ 4 


« 


ident and general counsel of 


Harper & Row, said yesterday 
in an interview that the C.1.A.’s 


criticisms, delivered by hand 


on July 28, “were pretty gen- 
‘eral and we found ourselves 
rather underwhelmed — by 


them.” 


In the book, Mr. McCloy 
states: “American diplomats 


and seeret agents have heen. 
involved in the nareotics traf-| 


fic at three levels: (1). coinci- 
dental complicity by allying 


with groups actively engaged| 


in the drug traffic; (2) abetting 
the traffic by covering up for 
known heroin traffickers and 
condoning their involvement; 
(3) and active engagement in 
the transport of opium and 


heroin.” - : 


In a covering Ictter to the 
cight-page, 1,500-word critique, 
Mr. Houston stated that “it is 
plain that Mr, McCloy has fim- 
ited his citations to those sup- 
porting his thesis, and he ap- 
pears to have ignored avail- 
able information which might 


contradict it.” 


“The truth is that the C.LA. 
has never been involved in the 
.drug traffic and is actively, en- 
waged in fighting, agains¢ “it,” 


the letter added. - 


In a telephone interview 
-from New Haven, Mr, McCloy 
said he was “struck” by the 


“incredible disparity” between’, 


the “confident, strident, mili- 
tant tone” of initial C.LA. criti- 
cisms of the book and “the 


. final letter, which was very 
} very weak—pathetic almost.” -« 


tion or taking any’ other legal. . 
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